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The delegates to the Voices of the Americas meeting from the DLC welcomed the opportunity to visit El Salvador and we remembered the martyrs Oscar Romero and the four church women: Ita Ford, Maura Clark, Dorothy Kazel and Jean Donovan. When I was a young sister I looked on them as heroic women. They were a connection to a world I did not know.
The meeting was a time to embrace what we all cherish, the Dominican charism, a love of justice and peace, care for each other and for the earth.

Language differences did not keep us from sharing our hopes and common dreams. We sang and laughed and danced and became friends: Sophia Laura, Marie Isabel, Marie, Miguel, Michelle, Brian.  This is my first visit to Peru and when I saw Sophia Laura and Isabel waiting for me at the airport at midnight, I was reassured that I was with friends.

We, North and South, South and North recognized that we ALL must announce truth to the powerful.  US Dominicans are enmeshed in the dominating power. It is difficult to express what that is like for us.  Our study and contemplation are frequently in dialogue with the realities we face in a complex culture that is nothing like the image you see on television and on film. We are compelled to preach, to contemplate the Word that is presented to us each day in light of who we are, and who we strive to be.
The meeting in El Salvador re-ordered the priorities of justice in the US and Canada. In the US, we agreed that immigration, fair trade and labor were the issues that are the chains that hold captive both North and South.

The same chains – different context

During the meeting, we realized that the justice promoters in North America were not included as participants. An unfortunate and unforeseeable oversight.  Our justice promoters are not integrated into the structure of DLC. They are a separate entity, unlike your own structure which includes your co-promoters of justice and peace.
But how can the North understand your realities in terms of justice and peace if there is no intentional relationship with you?  How can we create together a sustainable relationship with each other structurally?
I would like to suggest to this assembly that you consider the possibility of inviting the North American Co-Promoters of Justice -- two people --to your next CODALC meeting three years from now.  This is one concrete way to share our common dreams and hopes; to describe and understand our different realities.  I know it is not my place to make a proposal, but I respectfully ask you to consider the possibility.

Also, in El Salvador, we all agreed that communication is essential to a sustainable relationship between North and South /South and North.  Your own goals acknowledge this need to work on good communications.  When I was in graduate school the one thing I learned was that if you do not work at good communication, poor communication will always take its place. This is true, no?
My role in the DLC is to coordinate communications. We work at it constantly. You have many more challenges to face on this subject, but it is essential to our relationship that we communicate. Send me the stories of your people. Tell me of your hopes and struggles. Translation is not a problem. It is my job to inform the US Dominican Family of what is going on.  I edit an online news webpage -- Dominican Life USA.  There is a section on Latin America there, there is a place there for your stories, your perspectives your reflections. We need them.  We offer an open invitation to share your stories, because it is in story that we find our common hopes and dreams.

Our preaching is incomplete without your input.  There needs to be a living, concrete dialogue between South and North.  Solidarity can not be achieved if there is silence between us. The Voices of the Americas continue to look for ways to speak.  We cannot pretend that we are in solidarity with each other if there is silence between us. Let us find a way.

What do you want to say to US Dominicans?  
What voices from Latin America and the Caribbean will be heard in the hearts of Dominicans in the North?  
What do we need to do together so that the voice of Latin America and the Caribbean is heard?
What can we say to you that will enlighten your understanding of the true US Dominican experience? 

What do you want to know about us that will make real for you the life and dreams of our people?  

Muchias gracias mi hermanas y my hermanos
